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are busy diggingup

learning outcomes of prim-
ary school children and
: ldlns up on rqjuvenation

Of lakes. The sty 5 are do-

r; h
 colleges to
outreach pro-

hu allocated I8
0 fund research pro-

engineering stu-
" vmlch will now be
i *'w. :oclal outreach
' taken up by

olleges will have to de-
2 a plan and implement
hi lhordy as the colleges
at make an impact in these
works will in

and surveys on -

ﬁ‘.. s :
' ch grantsfromtheun-
lversity VTU said moderni-
sation  of  government
schools, rejuvenation of
lakes, and village develop-
ment programmes were
some of the projects that can
be taken up. Colleges would
soon be given a detailed set
of guidelines after the mo-
dalities are worked out, said
VTU officials.

But why link research and
social  outreach  pro-
grammes? To keep them
rooted to people’s problems.

(o link research grants to
outreach programmes

them roote&peoples problems says the varsity
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Speaking to The Hindu, H.N.
Jagannatha Reddy, Registrar,
VTU said that the university
had decided to start this ven-
ture to ensure that the stu-
dents are in touch with the
communities at the grass-
root level and understand
the challenges. “We want the
budding engineers to inno-
vate and make products that
would help society,” he said.

Calling it a “good move”,
K.S. Badrinarayan, princi-
pal, M.S. Engineering Col-
lege, said such social out-
reach programmes will also

expose students to the issues
in society and give them

' challenges to address which
~ they will be motivated to in-
| novate. He said that the stu-

dents of their college were
already conducting regular
computer classes to students
in a government school in
Bovipalya. In another pro-
gramme, he said, students
designed an effective me-
chanism for waste manage-
ment in a village as part of
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan.

Not all colleges agree with
the move. Stanley Sebastian,
director (admissions), Ban
galore College of Engineer-
ing and Technology, said col-
leges such as theirs are very
small and have only around
200 students. “It may be ea-
sy for big colleges who have
surplus funds to carry out
social service ... but linking
this with research grants
may not be appropriate.
Some research scholars
maybe too involved in their
subject and may not want to
get involved in social ser-
vice,” he said.
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Englneerlng colleges in Karnataka
upbeat over AICTE move to cap fee

BENGALURU, DHNS: The
Karnataka Unaided Private
" Engineering Colleges As-
| sociation (KUPECA) has
| welcomed the move by the
 All India Council for Techni-
| cal Education (AICTE) to fix
| aminimum and maximum
l'ces for engineering colleges
| across the country.
The AICTE hasassigned the
task to a committee headed by
| retired Supreme Court judge
| Justice B N Srikrishna, who
had previously headed axcom-
' mittee that had submitted rec-
| ommendations on capping fee
for professional colleges. Wel-
coming the move, secretary of
KUPECA, M K Panduranga
Settysaxdthattlnswouldbea

il

reliefto collegesin the state.

Every year, the state gov-
ernment fixes the fee for CET
and ComedK seats through a
Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) with private col-
leges. Setty said that this was
not being done in a scientific
manner.

“The fee that the state gov-
ernment fixes is very low. It
does not cover our costs. They
arenotenoughevento payour
teachers, especially when tak-
ing the 7th Pay Commission
into account,” he said. Last
year, the state government had
capped the fee for engineering
courses at Rs 55,000 for CET
candidates and Rs 1.7 lakh for
ComedK candidates.

“The fee cannotbe the same
forevery college. Colleges with
better facilities, infrastructure,
and colleges approved by the
National Board of Accredita-
tion (NBA) should be allowed
to charge more. The recom-
mendations that the Justice B
N Srikrishna committee had
made took these things into
account. So, we expect reason-
able rules,” Setty said.

Dr S Kumar, chancellor of D
Devaraj Urs Academy of High-
er Education and Research,
Kolar, said that the move
would also benefit students.
“Every year there are so many
instances of students paying
the prescribed fee through
the Karnataka Examinations

Authority (KEA) and then
when they go to the college
for admission, they are forced
to pay extra fee in the name of
lab fee and so on. This is not a
fair practice. Hopefully, the
AICTE will be able to ensure
that the fee rules are not vio-
lated,” he said.

Shravan Kumar, a final
year engineering student said
that the move will ensure that
students pay only for the edu-
cation and facilities they get.
“Colleges which have poor
placement records have the
same fee as colleges with very
good placement and facilities.
Afeestructure that takes qual-
ity and infrastructure into ac-
countiswelcome,” hesaid.



